Press Contact: Add LOCAL NAME and PHONE 
National Pollinator Week, June 22-28

(NAME YOUR LOCAL EVENT)

(Add Your CITY, STATE and today’s DATE)  For the second consecutive year, the country will celebrate National Pollinator Week, which was proclaimed by the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture and a unanimous vote of the U.S. Senate in 2007.


From the nation’s capitol, the Pollinator Partnership is launching a “Think global; Act local” call-to-action to “Plant for Pollinators.” Featured this National Pollinator Week is the roll-out of a series of 35 eco-regional guides that, for the first time, match people, place, plant and pollinator by personal zip code. 


Among the many local, state and regional events planned is (Add your LOCAL EVENT.  Tell WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE and WHY.)

The purpose of Pollinator Week is to teach pollinator-friendly practices and raise public awareness of the importance of birds, bees, bats, beetles, butterflies, moths and flies that are needed to produce 80 percent of our flowering plants and one third of our human food crops.  The National Academy of Sciences has reported that there is direct evidence of the decline of some pollinator species in North America.  And, recently, Colony Collapse Disorder of domesticated bees has alarmed the agricultural industry. 


“If everyone planted by our science-based guidelines, we would restore habitat naturally,” said Executive Director Laurie Davies Adams of the Pollinator Partnership. “That’s because science tells us the environment pollinators need to survive and thrive.”  


Called “Selecting Plants for Pollinators,” the planting guides are being funded by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, the C.S. Fund, the Plant Conservation Alliance, the U.S. Forest Service and the U.S. Bureau of Land Management.  


Also released for Pollinator Week are free posters celebrating the bounty of bees, with original art by Steve Buchanan, and pollinator “wheels” developed by the North American Pollinator Protection Campaign (www.nappc.org) in cooperation with the National Academy of Sciences. 


Visit www.pollinator.org for free guides, posters, wheels, plus a list of national and local Pollinator Week events.    ###

